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ROMEOROMEO
MEN’S LUNCH CLUB

Fripp Island ROMEO Men’s Lunch Club for fellowship
at a Casual, Catered Lunch with Noteworthy Special Guests

Contributed by Bart Lehman

The assembly is at 11:30 a.m., and 
lunch is only $15 (CASH ONLY), 
including a drink, served at Noon.  
RSVPs using TeamReach!  Select YES 
or NO for Attendance - Links below

For email addition or removal, please 
email:  FrippROMEO@gmail.com

TeamReach - Team Management 
Simplified

Please join the group, Fripp Island 
Romeo in TeamReach app on both 
Apple IOS and Google stores.  

Download & install the free app, 
create login information, enter the 
group code: FrippROMEO24   for Fripp 
Romeo in the code box at the top.

ROMEO hosts a monthly Special Guests.

2026-2027 Guest Speaker Schedule

2026
Sept 22	 Cyndy Gay Carr - Gay Fish Company
Oct 27	 Gary Tiller - Fripp Island Sea 		
			   Rescue
Nov 24	 Ron Wilson - “Music you Know and 	
			   Love”
Dec 15	 Will Grimsley - Discussion of 		
			   OPFOB

2027
Jan 19	 Duffie Stone - Solicitor, 14th District
Feb 23	  Frank Davis - “Plastic: The Very 	
			   Good and the Very Bad”
Mar 23	 Lewis Tabb - topic TBD
Apr 20	 Bart Lehman “British Sports Cars - 	
			   Why and Why Not”
May 18	 TBD
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She arrived on Fripp late Saturday night, carrying grief and looking for a place to breathe. 
Fripp Island had always been her happy place, and she hoped the beach would offer space 
to begin healing. The next morning, she walked toward the sunrise, expecting only the quiet 
beauty of the ocean. 
 
As she approached the Beach Club, Pastor Todd and the worship team were preparing for 
Sunday’s service. She asked what they were doing, and Todd told her about Church on the 
Beach. In that brief conversation, she shared the loss that had brought her there. 
 
Immediately, Todd paused the preparations. He and the worship team gathered around her 
and prayed for comfort, peace, and the first steps of healing. 

 
As we close our ninth summer of Church on the 
Beach, we give thanks not only for the strong 
attendance and every baptism, but also for the 
quiet moments of ministry that happen before the 
first song is sung. People come to the oceanfront 
carrying joy, questions, weariness, and brokenness, 
and it is our blessing to welcome each one with the 
love of Christ. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Helena’s Church at Fripp Island gathers for worship every Sunday at 9am in front of the 
Beach Club. As the weather cools, services move indoors to the All Faiths Chapel. Whether 
you arrive full of gratitude, in need of peace, or simply curious, we would love to welcome 
you. For more information, please contact Rev. Todd Simonis at 
tsimonis@sthelenas1712.org 

Large crowds worshipped throughout 
the summer. This family celebrated the  
baptism of their matriarch...one of many 
Baptisms this summer. 
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BECOME A PART OF FRIPP FRIENDS!  

A neighborhood tradition of good food and company.

 
When you sign up, you will be assigned to a group of 12-

16 neighbors that take turns hosting a social event once a 
month from October - May. Choose between a couples or 

singles group. Al homeowners welcome, whether you are full 
or part time.  

Application deadline extended to September 1, 2026. Print 
the application or pick one up at the FIPOA office and drop 

it in Carol Peterson’s cocktail box at 704 Flying Fish Road. Or 
fill it out online here.

Please submit your application, even if you have been in a 
group before.  

Questions: Contact Carol Peterson at 609-577-1120.

FRIPPFRIPP
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Fripp Audubon Club
Submitted by Mike Norman

Volunteer Opportunity: Important 
Roles Available
We are looking for dedicated volunteers 
to help support our Programs team. This 
important role helps plan, coordinate, 
and deliver meaningful activities, 
events, and services that strengthen our 
organization and benefit the people we 
serve.

Programs volunteers may assist 
with organizing program schedules, 
communicating with participants, 
preparing materials, supporting events, 
tracking follow-up needs, and helping 
ensure each program runs smoothly 
from start to finish.

This is a great opportunity for someone 
who is organized, dependable, 
collaborative, and passionate about 
making a positive impact. If you are 
willing to share your time and talents in 
this important role, we would be grateful 
to hear from you.

Membership Volunteers
Membership volunteers help welcome 
new members, support current members, 
maintain communication, assist with 
renewals, and encourage stronger 
participation in our organization. This 
role is ideal for someone who enjoys 
connecting with people and helping them 
feel informed, included, and appreciated.

Bluebird Box Volunteers
Bluebird Box volunteers help support the 
care, monitoring, and upkeep of bluebird 
boxes. Responsibilities may include 
checking boxes on an appropriate 
schedule, recording observations, 
reporting maintenance needs, and 
helping protect a safe nesting habitat for 
bluebirds.

Committee Members
Committee members provide guidance, 
ideas, and hands-on support for key 
projects and ongoing needs. Volunteers 
in these roles may help with planning, 
decision-making, outreach, coordination, 
and follow-through. Serving on a 
committee is a meaningful way to 
contribute skills, share perspectives, and 
help move important work forward.

I would also like to remind everyone 
about our habitat preservation efforts. 
Do you own a lot on Fripp Island that 
you would like to keep in its natural 
state? Is there a nearby lot you would 
like to see preserved as it is? Consider 
purchasing the lot and donating it to 
the Fripp Island Audubon Club. Your 
donation may help relieve you of tax and 
assessment fees while ensuring the land 
remains natural.

For questions, please contact Mike 
Norman, Fripp Island Audubon 
President, at mikeanorman@gmail.com.
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It is time to elect new members to our 
Board of Directors

We are seeking to fill 3 Non-Resident positions
                                                                  

We want candidates with diverse backgrounds and skills. 

That is why we are asking YOU to consider running for the Board. 
What better way for you to contribute?

We await your talents and leadership skills to help make Fripp Island even better!

Application available here Sept 1- October 15

Candidates must submit completed forms and documents by October 15th, 2026, 
at 4:30 PM EDT.   We look forward to receiving your application. 

The Election Committee is 
Seeking Candidates for 
the FIPOA Board of Directors
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1 Gig Internet

$40*

/mo. for 12 months

That’s internet that understands 
THE ASSIGNMENT.

 Stream, scroll, and study all at once.

 No contracts. No price locks. 
No end-of-semester stress.    

 Multiple classes. Multiple devices. 
Zero downtime.

Get family-
that can carry the whole s

ready Wi-Fi 
quad.

*Offer expires 9/30/26. Offer available to new customers only. Promotional rate is $40/mo. for the first 12 months, $45-$55/mo. for months 13-24 and $50-$75/mo. for months 25-36 depending on location and requires 
Auto Pay with checking/savings account or debit card plus paperless billing. Regular rates from $60-$105/mo. and are subject to change at any time. Pricing and availability vary by location, and speeds vary by equipment 
and location; all are subject to change. Upload speeds will vary. New customers are those who have not had Internet service with Sparklight in the past 90 days. Modem with eero Wi-Fi device lease is from $0-$14.99/mo. 
Equipment, taxes, surcharges, and fees are not included for most plans. Includes Unlimited data plan. Visit www.sparklight.com/legal/acceptable-use-policy for details of Sparklight’s Acceptable Use Policy. All services and 
offers are not available in all areas. Restrictions apply. Speed and coverage may depend on model type. Visit eero.com for more details. eero and all related marks are trademarks of Amazon.com, Inc., eero LLC, or their 
affiliates. Certain taxes, fees, and costs not included for mobile offer. Sparklight Mobile requires Sparklight Internet. Available to new and existing residential Sparklight Internet customers in eligible service areas, excluding 
Lift Internet and FlexConnect customers. Mobile offer cannot be combined with any other offers. Maximum of one mobile line at no monthly service charge for 12 consecutive billing months from activation date; free monthly 
service only up to the standard monthly rate of the Unlimited plan while customer has active, eligible Sparklight Internet service during 12-month billing cycle. Unlimited plan has high-speed data thresholds; speeds may be 
reduced during times of network congestion. For more information, visit mobile.sparklight.com/network-management. Coverage and service availability may vary by location and device. Offer limited to Sparklight serviceable 
areas only; not all offers and services are available in all areas. Restrictions apply.

Scan for the best Sparklight deal of the semester.

extra credit:
UNLIMITED  

MOBILE FREE
FOR 1 YEAR!

Keep your current  
phone & number

Unlimited talk & text

Nationwide coverage  
on a reliable 5G network



	 If you are a member of the Fripp Island Friends of Music, you already know: the five concerts, 
scheduled from October 2026 through April 2027 on Sundays at 5:00 pm, will be fabulous. They 
always are. I have never been to a concert on Fripp when the audience did not stand up at the 
end to applaud, applaud, applaud, until the musicians sat back down for an encore. Or two. 
Then everyone goes… no, not home, everybody goes to a reception with beverages (guess 
what kind) and delicious hors d‘oeuvres from Harold‘s Chef Services—all included in the ticket 
price—and with a chance to chat with the musicians and your fellow Friends of Music. 

	 If you are not a member of the FIFOM, you should consider becoming one. The Basic 
Membership is $100. You heard right: 100 dollars — for a great concert and a catered reception 
held in the Chapel and the Community Centre. One ticket for each of the five concerts is $30. If 
you become a member, you save… do the math… $50!

	 Tickets, available at the door, can be reserved in advance by texting or calling Rebecca 
Climer at (615) 594-1552. Please leave your name and a call back number.  Adults $30, 
students and children free, thanks to a grant from the Peg Gorham Memorial Fund. You receive 
a free gate pass at the Security Gate after 4:00 pm. Go to frippfriendsofmusic.com for more 
information.

	 Our first concert is on October 11. Nicole Henry has established herself among the jazz 
world‘s most acclaimed performers. Her versatile and emotionally driven vocal performances 
have captivated audiences in some twenty countries.  The latest of her four CDs, “Time to Love 
Again,” was on the TOP-10 list for twenty weeks. Nicole has also countless awards and prizes 
to her name. If not starring as a guest in jazz orchestras and big bands, she tours with her 
quartet, entertaining through peerless interpretations of a repertoire ranging from the American 
Songbook to classic and contemporary jazz, popular standards, blues, and originals.

	 On November 8, Alexandre Dossin will earn our applause with his performance of a surprising 
array of piano pieces. Originally from Brazil, where he started playing piano in public at seven 
years old, Dossin is a graduate of the Moscow Tchaikovsky Conservatory, earned a doctorate  
from the University of Texas at Austin, and is now Professor of Piano Performance and Chair 
of Keyboard at the University of Oregon School of Music and Dance. Needless to say, Dossin 
keeps extremely active teaching, performing, recording and receiving prizes and awards all 
over the world. I don’t know what he will play for us on Fripp, but I bet you it will be a little Liszt, 
Beethoven, Mozart, maybe Gershwin. What are you hoping for?

Fripp Island 
Friends of Music: 
Our Exciting 42nd 
Season
By Margit Resch
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  On February 7, Ella and The Bossa Beat will dazzle us with a unique mixture of modern bossa 
nova, i.e. the Brazilian jazz style of music, combined with soulful jazz, balancing reimagined 
repertoire with original compositions. The father-daughter duo is composed of vocalist, pianist, 
and composer Ella Borges and Grammy-nominated drummer and percussionist Magrus Borges. 
Ella was born in Miami and raised in Brazil. She sings in Portuguese, Spanish, English and 
French. Magrus, an intriguingly creative drummer, percussionist, composer and producer, hails 
from Brazil. Ella and her father have released three albums that have captured the attention of 
jazz lovers all over the world. 

	 On March 14, Brian Ashley Jones and Melanie Jean, a duo based in Nashville, TN, 
specializing in vocal harmony, lead guitar and bass guitar, are going to take us on a trip 
through the world of music rooted in country and blues genres with their gorgeous original 
songs, featured in film and TV, and with classic country favorites. Brian, originally from upstate 
South Carolina, is a soulful singer, acclaimed guitarist, and versatile song-writer. Melanie Jean 
from New Mexico, is equally accomplished as bassist, flautist, singer and songwriter. Brian 
and Melanie have joined forces and perform all over the world at festivals, clubs, and music 
education programs.

	 On April 11, the Kenari Quartet is going to try and blow us off our seats with their classical 
and contemporary saxophones, a category of “Blasinstrumente,” as they are called in 
German, appropriately, because you blow into them. Their website summarizes the quartet’s 
accomplishments, applauds their “flat-out amazing,” “inspiring” performances and “stunning 
virtuosity” that transform the common perception of the saxophone. „The quartet aims to  
highlight the instrument’s remarkable versatility by presenting  meticulously crafted repertoire 
from all periods of classical and  contemporary music.” I was a little apprehensive: four 
saxophones? So I listened to the Kenari Quartet on the internet, and let me tell you: I am 
hooked. I can’t wait to hear them in real life. I fact, I can’t wait to hear any of this season’s 
concerts.

	 Did you know: FIFOM’s Music in the Schools Program arranges for all the artists to perform at 
a Beaufort County School on the morning after each Fripp Island concert? This is a special treat 
for the artist(s), the teachers and the students!

	 We are proud that our concert series is funded in part through a grant from the South Carolina 
Arts Commission, which receives support from the National Endowment for the Arts. Fripp 
Island Friends of Music is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization.

	 No one puts on a concert quite like Fripp Island Friends of Music. Come and see and hear for 
yourself. And tell a friend about our season line-up.

Click here to visit the website.
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The Fripp Island 
Pickleball Association

Submitted by Jane Marquart

The Fripp Island Pickleball Association 
(FIPA) structured weekly play has been 
on summer hiatus with the exception of a 
6-week ladder-style event.

Eighteen women braved the heat and 
participated the event where players
moved up or down the ladder (court) 
depending on whether they won or
lost. Somewhat casual, players could 
drop in and out as their schedule
allowed. Everyone enjoyed the 
competition as well as the camaraderie

No one enjoyed the heat!!

Regular weekly games will restart on 
Monday, September 14th, 5-7pm.
Different types of play will be designated 
each week to accommodate a variety 

of skills as well as social interaction. 
Competitive games may include 
payouts while social/mixed games will 
be more casual. For example, football 
season may include a “favorite sports 
team” night, or a Dink and Drink during 
Octoberfest. The schedule is still in 
progress but is sure to provide something 
for everyone.

October 4th brings the 1st annual Sea 
Island Challenge. Fripp Island will
face off with Dataw pickleballers in a 
multi-level, skill-based competition.
Players will compete for bragging rights 
and a perpetual trophy designating the 
best pickleball team between here and 
Publix! At least for this round.

My money is on Fripp. Come by and root 
them on!

The FIPA annual meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for September 20th.
If you’d like to join in the fun and meet 
some fellow picklers, contact Jane
Marquart at marquart54@gmail.com. Just 
$25/year. All skill levels welcome. 

Hope to see you on the courts!
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All agents in the o�ce are also members of the Club 
and an active part of the community

FRIPP’S EXCLUSIVE ON-ISLAND
REAL ESTATE OFFICE

Open 7 days a week — Stop by any time!

285 Deer Lane
Sold for

$1,141,000

714 Bluefish Road
Sold for

$3,400,000

434 Widgeon Cove
Under Contract

$1,089,900

Just Sold

742 Marlin Drive
Under Contract

$1,895,000

Just Sold Under Contract Under Contract

 Fripp Island Real Estate | frippislandrealestate.com | 843.838.2411

If your property is listed with another Realtor, this is not a solicitation.

For real estate assistance please contact:

Charles Patty
Realtor, Broker in Charge

Telephone: 843.597.1170
email: charlesp@frippislandrealestate.com

For real estate assistance please contact:

Karen Natoli
Broker Associate

Telephone: 843.263.4651
email: karenn@frippislandrealestate.com

For real estate assistance please contact:

Leslie Mitchell
Realtor

Telephone: 843.505.4943
email: lesliem@frippislandrealestate.com

For real estate assistance please contact:

Heather Fortson
Broker Associate

Telephone: 864.380.2526
email: heatherf@frippislandrealestate.com

For real estate assistance please contact:

Vic Schwarzer
Realtor

Telephone: 843.597.2491
email: vics@frippislandrealestate.com
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Promoting Friendship, Fun, and Philanthropy      

 
FIWC in cooperation with the Pat Conroy 
Literary Center has given 20+ awards to older 
adult students and over $30,000 since 2017!  

 
                                           

The Water is Wide Pat Conroy Scholarship 
Applications 2027 are Available! 

This scholarship is offered in honor of world-
renowned author and former Fripp Island 
resident, Pat Conroy. One of Pat’s earliest 
books, The Water is Wide, captured his 
passion for education. As a teacher on 
Daufuskie Island, the children gathered in a 
one room schoolhouse, had secondhand 
books, and few learning materials. Pat believed 
in equality for everyone and was a strong 
advocate for education then and throughout his 
life. His advocacy led to termination as a 
teacher in Beaufort County, but a great writer 
was born. 

Eligibility: Any Technical College of the 
Low Country (TCL) or University of South 
Carolina Beaufort (USCB) student who is 

• 21 years or older and a United States 
Citizen and a resident of Beaufort 
County, SC 

• seeking an associate degree or 
certification at Technical College of the 
Low Country (TCL) or a bachelor’s 
degree from University of South 
Carolina (USCB) 

• Applications are available on the TCL 
or USCB websites after October 1, 
2026 (for further info contact: 
ftkamradt@gmail.com) 
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Discover the endless possibilities 
of landscape painting with award-
winning pastel artist Beth Tockey 
Williams! September 12th, 2026 
10am-4pm

Join the Fripp Island Art Guild 
for a creative, hands-on half-day 
workshop led by award-winning and 
widely collected pastel artist Beth 
Tockey Williams.

Participants will explore how 
composition, color harmony, 
and texture can transform a 
single landscape into a variety of 
expressive interpretations. Beth 
will guide participants through 
techniques for layering, simplifying, 
and experimenting with pastel to 
create mood, movement, luminous 
color, and depth.

Whether you are new to pastel or an 
experienced artist looking to explore 
a fresh approach, this workshop 
offers an opportunity to learn, 
experiment, and create in a relaxed 
and encouraging setting.

All levels are welcome—just bring 
your curiosity and a sense of 
adventure!

Workshop Details
Class Size: Limited to 6 participants 
per class, with a maximum of 12 
participants
Cost:
$170 — Fripp Island Art Guild 
Members
$185 — Non-Members
Workshop fee does not include 
supplies.

A supply list will be provided prior to 
the workshop. For those who need 
supplies, Beth will offer a $30 supply 
option, payable directly to Beth 
Williams.

Space is very limited, so early 
registration is encouraged!
https://frippislandartguild.org/events 
 
Come spend a creative half-
day exploring the beauty of the 
landscape through the luminous and 
expressive medium of pastel.

Half-Day Pastel Workshop 
with Beth Tockey Williams
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DEER COUNT 2026 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED!

Tuesday, September 15 at 6 PM

Followed by refreshments at the 
Fripp Island Community Centre

To volunteer, text Bob Hess at 
843-597-1332 with your name, 

phone number, and Fripp Island 
address.
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Irene O’Neill celebrated 
her 98th Birthday 

On August 16th with her 6 
sons,family and friends! 

Irene has lived on Fripp for over 
35 years. Irene’s strong faith 
keeps her young. 

She continues to make rosaries 
for the young Marines at 
Paris Island!

Submitted by Flo Kamradt



The “Center” of the Fripp Island 
Community! 

Submitted by Rebecca Climer

When the All Faiths Chapel was 
established in 1980, followed by 
the addition of the Community 
Centre, the stated purpose was 
to “promote and support” these 
structures to “further the…
spiritual and cultural growth 
of Fripp Island.”  The “how” of 
completing this purpose was left 
up to the members (any property 
owner or full-time resident) and 
the interests they developed and 
supported.  

Over the years, organizations 
and events have been created by 
FICC residents to enhance the 
experience of Fripp Islanders and 

the FICC has become a place 
to gather, to marry and mourn, 
and to celebrate living on this 
beautiful island.

Some are surprised to learn that 
the FICC and All Faiths Chapel 
is a private, independent 501(c)3 
organization separate from the 
Fripp Island Property Owners 
or Fripp Island Resort (but 
maintaining a great relationship 
with both!)  We rely solely on 
our members’ generous financial 
support and the events held 
at the Centre for funding.  The 
organization is maintained and 
managed by a volunteer Board 
of Directors and many volunteers 
who give generously of their time 
and talent.

By the end of this calendar 
year, the FICC and Chapel will 

COMMUNITY 
CENTRE
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have hosted nearly 1100 events (an 
average of more than 90 events per 
month) and, conservatively,  hosted 
an estimated 13,000 attendees at the 
various meetings and events held 
there.  There are more than a dozen 
Island-based organizations that meet 
regularly at the Centre to exercise, 
play cards, enjoy art and music, 
worship, play mah jongg, learn, serve 
and much more.  The Community 
Centre offers nine Community 
Dinners per year and, every other 
year, a Treasure Sale.  The Centre 
is our voting location for local, state 
and national elections and the Fripp 
Island Property Owners Association 
utilizes the Centre for Town Halls and 
candidate forums.

The All Faiths Chapel, home to a 
weekly Chapel service and holiday 
events, also hosts weddings and 
memorials and the Centre maintains 
a beautiful Columbarium where the 
ashes of loved ones rest in a quiet, 
contemplative setting.  All in all, the 
Centre and Chapel are at the heart 
of many Fripp Island traditions and 
memories.

With the amount of use of the 
facilities, maintenance and 
improvement are top of mind for the 
Board of Directors.  Another surprising 
fact about the FICC is the amount 
of money needed just to “keep the 
doors open and the lights on…”   We 
estimate that the minimum needed to 
keep the Centre open for the hundreds 
of activities each year is in excess 
of $130,000.  Our largest expense is 

insurance which costs about $35,000 
per year and increases year over 
year.  Utilities run another $10,000 per 
year.  In 2025, Building and Grounds 
maintenance cost over $45,000 and 
we expect to increase this year due 
to repairs needed to the buildings’ 
exteriors.  We also have to plan 
for capital projects and funding our 
reserves.  

The Board of Directors is endeavoring 
to create more opportunities for 
engagement with our membership.  
We are rebuilding our website for 
greater functionality and ease of use  
and will launch a Facebook page to 
keep everyone abreast of both our 
progress and our needs.  We are 
also meeting frequently to assess the 
future financial needs of the Centre 
and, this Fall, will be announcing the 
goal for our Annual Fund, as well as 
other efforts to raise funds.  

Our priority is to ensure that the Fripp 
Island Community Centre and All 
Faiths Chapel remain welcoming and 
enjoyable places for Fripp Islanders 
to gather, worship, play and learn.  
If this is important to you, as well, 
please consider joining a committee 
or volunteering for one of our many 
efforts.  

We say it often, but never enough, 
that Fripp runs on volunteerism and 
generosity.  We’re most thankful for 
that!
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Captain Ralph’s
FISHING REPORT

Spanish are in Nearshore off Fripp Island

Happy young Fishing Family with a great Redfish and Junior 
helped catch the Redfish.

Fripps, Captain George captures 2nd place in the Charleston Kingfish Classic Tournament. 
Yes a Great Day for Fripps charter Fishing Captain

FALL FISHING LOOKING GOOD
By Captain Ralph Goodison

Cooler weather on the way and fishing is good. Some of the best time to view our beautiful 
island is on the way Fall, Great fishing around Fripp is also on the way.

INSHORE; Fishing has been slow and will improve with good catches of Redfish, 
Sheepshead,Trout and Shark.

NEARSHORE:Your best bet.Good catches of Redfish, Sheepshead, Black Drum and Spanish 
Mackeral. Fishing around the Tire Reef, 6HI, and the Drydock are your best bet.
                                                                          
DEEP WATER/ STREAM Have been slow but should pickup with Wahoo King, Mackeral

The marina is ready for the fall season. The ship store is well stocked and offers that great food 
and Fripps own gas station. Fripper is ready for spectacular crusing and also boat rentals and 
kayaks.

Enjoy Fripp Island, a very special place..Not Perfect But Darn Close.
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